
 

 

“The Force of India’s Soft Power” 

1. Introduction 

Begin with a crisp context-setting line and a hook: 

“In an era where the currency of influence is shifting from coercion to consensus, India’s 

civilizational ethos and digital prowess have become its most potent instruments of statecraft.” 

Then define soft power: 

Soft power is the ability to shape preferences through attraction and appeal rather than coercion, 

a term coined by Joseph Nye in the 1980s. 

 

2. Why India’s Soft Power Matters 

• Global Leadership: Positions India as a preferred partner for the Global South. 

• Strategic Autonomy: Counters traditional power blocs without direct confrontation. 

• Value Addition: Amplifies India’s developmental model—an alternative to purely 

market-driven or state-driven templates. 

 

3. Pillars of India’s Soft Power Model 

1. Civilizational & Cultural Outreach 

o Yoga for One Earth, One Family, One Future (G20 Summit) symbolises 

inclusive pluralism. 

o Propagation of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam underpins diplomatic narratives. 

o Bollywood, classical arts, cuisine, literature—continuing global magnetism. 

2. Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) 

o India Stack & UPI: Real-time payments platform inspiring countries like 

UAE, Mauritius. 

o DIKSHA & NCNEP: Digitally-enabled education reforms now showcased at 

UNESCO forums. 

o Export of governance blueprints, not mere hardware or software. 

3. Diaspora Diplomacy 

o 32-million strong diaspora networks channel cultural identity, FDI, political 

goodwill. 

o “India@75” and Pravasi Bharatiya Divas amplify policy messaging abroad. 

4. Educational & Developmental Initiatives 

o NEP 2020 emphasises multilingualism, internationalisation, skill integration. 



 

 

o Partnerships like G20 SDG Learning Hubs project Indian expertise across 

continents. 

5. Tech-Scientific Collaboration 

o AI-based solutions for agriculture and healthcare (e.g., e-VIN vaccine 

platform). 

o Aadhaar-powered ID systems motivating similar frameworks in Africa and 

Southeast Asia. 

 

4. What Sets India Apart? 

• Public-Good Orientation: Unlike Hollywood’s entertainment tilt, India promotes 

shared prosperity. 

• Global South Leadership: Advocates capacity-building over conditional lending. 

• Non-Threatening Ethos: Emphasises listening, consensus-building and moral 

authority. 

 

5. Recent Wins & Illustrations 

• G20 Presidency 2023: Reinforced “One Earth, One Family, One Future.” 

• Kantara at Cannes 2024: Indian indigenous narratives on the world stage. 

• DPI Exports: Joint digital ventures with Rwanda, Bhutan, and the Pacific Islands. 

 

6. Challenges & Caveats 

• Perception Gaps: Need to translate ancient civilisational soft power into contemporary 

relevance. 

• Digital Divide: Domestic inclusion must precede global showcases. 

• Strategic Balancing: Avoid over-alignment perceptions while deepening partnerships. 

 

7. Way Forward 

• Augment Inter-Agency Coordination: Synchronise MEA, I&B Ministry, NITI Aayog 

and state governments. 

• Narrative Innovation: Leverage VR/AR and immersive storytelling for culture and 

heritage. 

• Soft-Power Metrics: Develop outcome-based KPIs—diaspora engagement indices, 

DPI adoption rates. 

 



 

 

8. Conclusion 

“The future of diplomacy will not be the monopoly of hard power, but its moral authority and 

attractiveness will depend on India’s soft listening, consensus-building and fast-learning 

capabilities.” 

 

9. Value-Add for Mains 

• Syllabus Link: GS2 (Diplomacy: Soft power, diaspora engagement), GS1 (Society & 

Culture: Civilizational values). 

• Answer Structure: Intro → Definition → Pillars → Distinctiveness → Challenges → 

Way Forward → Conclusion. 

• Quote Integration: Use the article’s quote to anchor your conclusion. 

 

Next Steps for You 

1. Try drafting your introduction using a real-life anecdote (e.g., a yoga event at the UN). 

2. Map each pillar to current affairs news items you’ve read this week. 

3. Reflect: How might India’s soft power strategy evolve if digital public goods falter 

domestically? 

 


